CIVIL   ADMINISTRATION
The Anglo-French Declaration, however, placed a different
complexion on the situation. Issued after the Armistice of
Mudros, it was generally accepted throughout the East as a
pronouncement of policy by victorious Powers no longer
engaged in encouraging a non-Turkish population to hostilities
against the Turks. In the eyes of the Acting Civil Commis-
sioner, however, it was a 'disastrous error'.1
Nothing in the political situation in Syria or 'Iraq rendered
such a declaration necessary. Unfettered by such an an-
nouncement, France and Great Britain could have come to an
agreement as regards their spheres of influence and have
proceeded to endow the indigenous populations with
institutions calculated to attain the objectives mentioned in
the Declaration.2
So strongly convinced was he that nothing but ill could follow
if H.M. Government persisted in a literal interpretation of
the Declaration that he took the first opportunity to voice his
disapproval, not only of the Declaration but also the policy it
symbolized, in a telegram to the Secretary of State for India.5
The telegram, in part, is given below:
Your telegram Nov. 14.
I should not be doing my duty if I did not first of all record
my convictions that the Anglo-French Declaration of Nov-
ember 8th, in so far as it refers to Mesopotamia, bids fair to
involve us in difficulties as great as Sir A. H. MacMahon's
[sic] early assurances to the Sharif of Mecca*
It is for the representatives of H.M. Government on the
spot to make the best of the situation created by this De-
claration, and as Government is aware I am trying to do so,
but unless the latter is superseded or modified by a pro-
nouncement of the Peace Conference, I anticipate that in
years to come we shall be faced with the alternatives of
1 Wilson, op. cit., p. 103.                         2 Ibid.
3 Telegram, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, No. 9926, Novembei
i6th, 1918.
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